VI. SYNTAX 

(The following is a brief outline of the constituent 
structure of Gondi. Transformations are not included 
here.) 

6.1. S -* NF + VP + (C) 

Every sentence in Gondi consists of a noun phrase 
(NP) and 3 verb phrase (VP) unless it is elliptical. In 
addition to these two, a sentence may also consist of one 
of the clitics (C) which will be given in 6.30. 

6.2. VP -► (TM) + VP b 

Time expressions (TM) may optionally occupy the 
first position in a verb phrase. TM will be expanded 
further later (see 6.14.-15.). 

voir ninne: va:to:r. He 1 came 3 yesterday 3 . 

nanna: nairii da;nto:n. I 1 will go 3 tomorrow*. 

6.3. VP b -+ (SOC) + VP C 

SOC stands for a noun or noun phrase with the 
postposition thoiro: 'with' (3.15.). 

voir nai thoiro: vaitoir. He 1 came* with me*. 

6.4. VP C -► (INS) + VP d 

INS stands for a noun or noun phrase with the 
instrumental-locative case marker (3.9.). 

nanna: kayfaite: taraisu:n pattom. 

I 1 beat 4 the snake 3 with a stick 3 . 

setteirei moroilkutn koyyait ! 

Cut (pL) z the plants 3 with a sickle 1 ! 
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6.5. VP d ->(INTE) + VP e 

INTE stands for a noun or noun phrase with the 
postposition saifi: *for' (3.2L). 

bo:n saifi: va:ti:? For 2 whom 1 did (you) come 8 ? 

6.6. VP e -> (COMP) + VP £ 

COMP stands for a noun or noun phrase with the 
postposition mo:ri: Mike' (3.24.). 

voir pexra:n ad muira: awa:n mo:ri: patpcr.li: 

ki:se:ke: mania:. That 3 cow 4 is 9 protecting 78 
that 1 boy* like 6 (his) mother 5 . 

6.7. VP f ~+ (ABL) + VP g 

ABL stands for a noun or noun phrase with the 
ablative case marker (3.10.) 

nimme: nUvax na\fna\l banfi: va:tU*> 
When 4 did you (sg.) 1 come 5 from your 8 village 3 ? 

nanna\ vatvu'ta:! vasse\ke: mantoirt. 
I 1 am 4 coming 3 from the field 2 . 

kuhi:ta:l e*r tara'A 
Bring (sg.) z water 2 from the well 1 ? 

6.8. VP g ^ (LIM) + VP h 

LIM stands for a noun or noun phrase with the 
clitic yavnazl 'upto' (5.12.) 

ma: ro:n yavna:l vara'A 
Come {sg.)* upto 3 our 1 house 2 ! 

6.9. VP h -* (LOC) + VPi 

LOG stands for a noun or noun phrase with the 
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instrumental-locative case marker (3.9.) or with the post- 
position agga: 'in, near' (3.12.). 

vosr ro:n mantoir. He 1 is 3 in the house 8 . 

vo:r ro:n sillo:r. He 1 is not 3 in the house 2 . 

voln agga: paysain sUleiA. 

(There) is no 4 money 3 near (Le. with) 3 him 1 . 

putttt agga: tara:s manta:. 

(There) is 4 a snake 3 in 8 the anthill 1 . 

kuhi:t agga: e:r sillei. 

(There) is no 4 water 3 in 8 the well 1 . 

marau agga: ka\yain manta:n. 

(There) are 4 (unripe) fruits 3 on 8 the tree 1 . 

(The word ro:n 'house* itself is used in the locative 
case; see the note in 3.9.) 

6.10. VPi -* (ACC. -DAT.) + VPj 

ACC. -DAT. stands for a noun or noun phrase 
with the accusative-dative case marker (3.8.). 

A context-sensitive rule like the following can 
restrict the verbs occurring in this construction to 
transitives only. 

V -► V t / ACC. -DAT. - 
voir na:ku\n kotta:n si:to:r. He 1 gave 4 me 8 money 8 . 
vo:r ni:ku:n su:rto:r. He 1 saw 3 ybu (sg.) 8 . 
vo:r ni:ku:n ke:ya:nto:r. He 1 is calling 3 you (sg.)*. 

6.11. VPj-^ADV) + VP k 

ADV stands for adverbs like vette: 'too much, too 
many*, etc. 
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marait agga: ka:ya:n velle: manta\n. 

(There) are 5 many 4 (unripe) fruits 3 on 9 the tree 1 . 

kusaiy veha:\ Tell (sg.)* in a low voice 1 ! 



6.12. VP k -+ {y det } 



Vdef . stands for defective verbs like pahaj (I) e: '(it) 
is necessary'. 

The morphological structure of the main verb (V) 
is fully described in Chapter IV. 

In Gondi, as in most of the other Dravidian 
languages, the finite verb in a sentence shows concord 
with the noun or noun phrase in the subject slot of that 
sentence for both person and number (and also for gender 
in the 3rd person). This is done by choosing the 
appropriate one from the several pronominal suffixes 
(4.12) which occupy the last position in a finite verb. 
The selection of the proper pronominal suffix (PS) can 
be taken care of by a context-sensitive rule like the 
following in a phrase structure grammar: 



f 1. Sg. 

1 1. PI. 

I 2. Sg. 

J 3. M.P1. 



3. Non-M.Sg. 
^3. Non-M.Pl. J 



/ nannai - 
/ maraU - 
/ nimme: - 
/ mira: t - 
*/ M Sg! D.P.- 
/ M Fl. D.P.- 
/ Non-M.Sg. D.P, 
/ Non-M.Pl. D.P.- 



For the actual phonetic representation of the above 
pronominal suffixes, see 4. 12. D.P. in the above rule 
stands for a demonstrative pronoun (3.25.). and also for 
a corresponding noun. 
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There are certain periphrastic constructions which 
can be considered to be expansions of the main verb (V) 
of the above rule. They consist of an uninfected form 
of a verb followed by the inflected forms of certain verbs 
of which some are only auxiliaries while others, though 
capable of occurring independently, are used as auxiliaries. 
They will be described below. 

6.13. The following are the periphrastic constructions: 

I. Inf. of a ycrb+par- 'to be able to* 

(The auxiliary par- is is inflected frequently only 
in the present-furture (4.5.) and the negative tenses 
(4.8.).) 

tinda: para:nto:n tinda: paroin 

I can eat. 1 cannot eat. 

tinda: para:nto:m tinda: paro.m 

We can eat. We cannot eat. 

tinda: para:nti: tinda: parvi: 

You {sg.) can eat. You (sg.) cannot eat. 

iindai para:nti\t tinda: parvitt 

You (ph) can eat. You (pU) cannot eat, 

tinda: para\nto:r tinda: paro:r 

He can eat. He cannot eat. 

tinda: para:nte:r tinda: pare:r/paru:r 

They (m.) can eat. They (m.) cannot eat. 

tinda: para.nta: tinda: paro: 

She/it can eat. She/it cannot eat. 

tinda: para:nta:n tinda: paro:n 

They (non~m.) can eat. They (non<-m.) cannot eat. 
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II. Inf.. of a verb+fa:#- 'to continue* 

vo:r vehaifverhle: laikto:r. 

He continued to say/was saying. 

III. Inf. of a verb -Mi:- Ho give, allow 9 
vo:n tinda: si:m ! Let him eat ! 

IV. Past Adj. Participle of a verb +pahaj(l)e; 

*(it) is necessary' 
ki:ta\ pahaj(l)e: (One) must do. 

V. Past Adj. Participle of a verb +sill- 'to be not' 

The meaning of this construction is negation 
iq the past; see also 4.20. 

In this construction the allomorph of the 
adjectival suffix is -£ (see 4.15.) Also note the 
following morphophonemic rule. 

(t)t + s-+ cc 

su:r-t-$ sill-oi-n -* su:rcillo:n I did not see. 
va:-t-4> sill-o:-r-+va:ccillo:r He did not come. 
tit-t-4> sill-e: -► ticcille: She/it did not eat. 

VL Past Adv. Participle +si:~ 'to give, allow* 

The meaning of this construction is '^intensive". 
In this construction the s of si:- is lost and 
/:+/:-*■*:. 

va:r-si:+si;m -* vaifskm Throw (it) away/ 

tin~ji:+si:m -> tinjiim Eat (it) off ! 

veh-ci:+si;m-+ vehciim Tell (it) off ! 
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VII Past Adv. Participle + man-'\o be' 

The meaning of this construction is 'Past Perfect*, 

vo:r va:si: mattoir. He had come. 
nanna: suifsi: mattom I had seen. 

6.14. TM -> (T A ) + (T B ) 
T b stands for words like 
sakre: morning narka: night 

nulpe: evening piyyazi day-time, etc. 

It is also necessary to expand T B into Tgi + T B 2* 
the latter representing the clitics pari:fi and pho:fd t 
both meaning 'throughout' m this construction (the 
latter independently means 'sun, time* and the former 
is not used independently). pap:n and pho\fd follow 
narka: and piyya'A respectively. 

voir narka: pajtn keira: vetyaMotr. 

He 1 is wandering 5 in the forest* throughout* 
the night 3 . 

piyyail pho:rd ke:fa: vefya:nta: 9 narka: va:si: 
kotta: accozr jcr.gaite: nillaintat. 

(It) wanders 4 throughout* the day 1 in the forest* 
(and) having come 6 in the night 5 stands 1 * 
in the space* as that (i.e. sufficient for) 8 of 
a coin 7 . (This is a riddle meaning bayfa: 
'handstick\> 



6AS. T A 
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T A | stands for words like nemd 'today*, ninrte: 
'yesterday', hannei(t)ne:ti: 'day-before-yestcrday', niiret 
'last year*, etc all of which denote past time. T A 2 stands 
for words like nemtf 'today*, naifi: 'tomorrow*, pirnet 
c two days-after-tomorrow*, etc. all of which denote 
either present or future time. Words coming under 
T AI always occur with a verb denoting past time. Words 
coming under T A ^ always occur with a verb ift any one 
of the non-past tenses including the negative. The 
following context - sensitive rule will bring out this 
concord between the time expressions and the tenses. 



-Fut. 
I }Fut. 



I Past-Hab 
Tense -v^ ( Pres.-Fut 



I (Neg. 




voir ninne: vaitoir He came yesterday. 
nanna: ninne: vehndu:n I was telling/would have 

told yesterday. 
voir nemd vamtoir He will come today. 
ad naif i: va:yair She/it will come tomorrow. 
nanna: nap: sonno\n I will not go tomorrow. 

T A 3 stands for words like aske: 'then*, inke:jindket 
*now* baske: 'when' antiu roijne: *on that day*, 
roijii 'daily'j bantu 'on which day', etc. They co- 
occur with all tenses: 

voir aske: va:to:r. He came then. 

vo:r aske va:to:r. He came then. 
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P.N ADJ stands for all adjectivals derived from the 
pronouns (3.25-27.). They are as follows: (the order is 
m.sg., m.pL, non-m.sg., rton~m.pl.) 



ncr.voir 
na:vu:r 
nazva; 
na:va:n 






ma:vo:r 


my/mine 


mawuzr 
mazva: 




ma: vain 




miwoir 


your(s) (sg.) 


mi:vu:r 
mitva: 




mitva:n 




vu:ro:r 


his 


vu:m:r 




vu:ra: 




vu:ra:n 



our(s) 



your(s) (pL) 



their(s) 



ta:no\r 
ta:nu:r 
ta:na: 
ta:na:n 



her(s)/its 



4tr ! 



avveikno: 

avve:knu:r f their(s) 
avveikna: C (non-m.) 
awe:kna:n J 



(similarly for proxim. and inter, pronouns) 



tanvoir' 
tanvu'.r 
tanva: 
tanva: 



self(sg.) 



lamvo:r 
tamvu'.r 
tamva: 
tamva\n 



self (pi) 



na:\o:r persoir mart: my first son 
na:va: persa: miyya:r my first daughter 

D. P. stands for the nominative forms of the 
demonstrative pronouns (3.25.)* 
voir pe:fa:l that boy 
vu\r kalltr those thieves 
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ad ba:yi: that woman 

ad duwa:l that tiger 

av diyyaik those young women 

w maraik those trees 

NUM will be expanded in the follo-vig rule. 

Adj stands for a small class of adject ivals like pers- 
*big, older', 4 a SS u:r *big, g rea t\ cufw.r "small, younger,* 
etc. pers- is inflected for number and gender as follows: 
pers-o;r (m.sg.) t pers-w'.r (mpl )< pers-a: (non-m sg.\ pers-a:n 
(non-m.pl.). daggur and curw.r are inflected only for number: 
gagguir (sg.) dagguik (/>/.) curu:r (sg), curu:k(pl) 

In Gondi there is concord between the adjectivals 
(excepting ordinals) and the head noun for both number 
and gender. This concord can be represented in the 
grammar by a context-sensitive rule like the following. 

f ADJ m . S g. j /— N m . sg . 

ADJ -+ 3 A ^ m -P!- f {" JJ»-p»- 

j ADJ non „ m . 8 g. I / N noa _ m . S g. 

^ AL)J non _ m .pi- J /— i^non— m*pl- 



6.21. NUM -► ] f 



S Cardinal (Classifier) 
Ordinal 



The cardinals (see 3.28.) should be further subdivided 
into two classes; one consisting of the cardinals from 
'one' to 'seven* and the other all the remaining ones. 
The cardinals of the first class have two different shapes, 
one in the masculine and the other in the non-masculine. 
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The cardinals of the second class do not have such gender 
distinction but they take the classifier jhank before a 
masculine noun and jhanUk before a feminine noun. 

The ordinals (see 3. 29J are invariable for number 
and gender. 

6.22. NPc -» {(Ntree) + NPd} 

Ntree stands for names of trees. They do not show 

concord with the following head noun. 

marka: (mara:) mango (tree) 
sitta: (mara:) tamarind (tree) 
hirp (mara:) mahua (tree), etc. 

marka: mara: 9 marka: mara:k mango treefs) 
marka: pandi:, marka: pandi:n mango fruit(s) 

These words are followed by the head words denoting 
objects related to trees: mara: 'tree* , ka:ya: '(unripe) fruit* 
pandi: (ripe) fruit', a:ki: 'leaf, punna:r'fiov?zt\sUr 'root*, 
e*c, all of which come under NPd. 

6.23. NPd -+ (Ng + (ADJ t ) + (NPd)) + N 

6.24. Ng -* N obi. + Gen + G.N. 

Ng stands for the genitive case of a noun. This rule 
says that the genitive case of a noun consists of the 
oblique base of a noun plus the genitive case marker 
(-a:-) plus the gender-number markers. For details, 
see 3.11. 

Note that rule 6.23. is recursive since it contains the 
symbol NPd on both sides of the arrow. Theoritically 
this can generate an infinite number of successive strings 
with nouns in the genitive case, although in ordinary 
speech, we do not find more than two such strings 
cooccurring. 

f Nm. sg. 

6.25. N -* 3 Nm. pi. 
) Nnon-m. sg. 

Nnon-m. pi. 



(J 



This rule divides all nouns into four classes. 
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626. 



6.27. 
6.28. 



6.29. 



6.30. 



Nm. sg. -* 


pe:r&:l boy 

ba:bo: father 

akko: mother's father 

mart: son 

tammuir younger brother, etc. 


Nm. pi. -*■ 


pe:fcu:r children 
mark sons, etc. 


Nnon-m. sg. 


-* bayye: mother 

takkai elder sister 
se\la:f younger sister 
ro:n house 
ko:nda: ox 
mu:ra\ cow 
hermi: she-buffalo 
mata: tree, etc. 


Nnon-m. pi. 


-* takkaxk elder sisters 
se:la:lc younger sisters 
roAA: houses 
ko:nda:n oxen 
mu:ra:n cows 
maraik trees, etc. 


(ki: 
C -+ 3 Me:\ 
1 bare: 
K^behe: 


i 



&/: is the interrogative morpheme and it is often 
followed by silte: 'not* for emphasis. 

vo:r n<?:w$/ va:ro:r &:? ji/fe:? 
fl/fe: (dialectal varint bare:) is the reportative. 
tmdi: 4aggu\r naggu:r mattax baretlalle:. 

It is reported (that) there was a big town. 
behe: expresses doubt. 

voir va:to:r behe:. He came. Didn't he? 
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